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Introduction
Users
What the Manual Does Not Cover
The manual does not cover the following;

• Information about medicinals and other derivatives that are intended for 
human consumption and derived from CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, 
or Appendix III timber species (see the Miscellaneous and Processed 
Products Manual)

• Information about woody species and species that simulate the growth 
habit of woody species (such as cycads and palms), that are used solely 
for medicinal or herbal medicines or used solely as horticultural 
specimens (see the Miscellaneous and Processed Products Manual)

• Port policies or guidelines

• Wood identification detailed techniques (see the CITES Identification 
Guide—Tropical Woods)

Users
This manual is written for use by CBP Agricultural Specialists, PPQ Plant 
Health Safeguarding Specialists, PPQ Export Certification Specialists, and 
other CBP and PPQ personnel; State cooperators; and collaborators at airports 
and maritime locations. The experience level of users will vary, but the CBP 
Agricultural Specialists and PPQ Plant Health Safeguarding Specialists and 
PPQ Export Certification Specialists have, at minimum, a working knowledge 
of using PPQ manuals to make regulatory decisions.

Related Documents

Authority
The regulatory authority for taking the actions listed in this manual is 
contained in the following Acts:

• Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act of 2000

• Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA)1

• Homeland Security Act of 20022

1 The Endangered Species Act of 1973 authorizes the USDA to enforce the Convention of International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

2 The Homeland Security Act of 2002 authorizes the Department of Homeland Security to enforce Section 
II of the Endangered Species Act of 1973.
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Introduction
Conventions
Conventions
Conventions3 used in this manual are established by custom and are widely 
recognized and accepted. Major conventions used in this manual follow.

Advisories
Advisories are used throughout the CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual to 
bring important information to your attention. Please carefully review each 
advisory. The definitions coincide with American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI), and are in the format shown below: 

 

Boldface
Boldfaced type is used to emphasize important words throughout this manual. 
These words are: always, cannot, do not, does not, except, lacks, must, 
neither, never, no, nor, not, only, other than.

Bullets
Bulleted lists indicate there is no order for the information listed.

3 In this context, conventions means the devices and techniques used in the manual and not the 
Convention of International Trade in International Trade of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

DANGEROUS indicates that people could easily be hurt or killed.

WARNING indicates that people could possibly be hurt or killed.

CAUTION indicates that people could possibly be endangered or slightly hurt.

NOTICE indicates a possibly dangerous situation where goods might be 
damaged.

IMPORTANT

IMPORTANT indicates helpful information.
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Introduction
Conventions
Change Bars 
A black change bar (see left margin) is used to indicate a change and appears 
on the revised page. Unfortunately, change bars do not always appear when 
text is merely deleted. Change bars from the previous update are deleted when 
the chapter or appendix is revised.

Chapters
This manual contains the following chapters: Introduction, Importation of 
CITES Protected Timber, Re-exportation of CITES Protected Timber, and 
Violations, Seizures, and Forfeitures of CITES Protected Timber. 

Contents
Every chapter has a table of contents that lists the heading titles within. 

Control Data
Control data is located at the top and bottom of each page to help manual users 
keep track of where they are in the manual and to be aware of updates to 
specific chapters, sections, appendixes, etc., in the manual. At the top of each 
page is the chapter title and first-level heading for that page. At the bottom of 
each page is the transmittal number (month, year, number), title of the manual, 
page number, and unit responsible for content.

Decision Tables
Decision tables are used throughout the manual. The first and middle columns 
in each table represent conditions, and the last column represents the action to 
take after all conditions listed for that row are considered. Begin with the 
column headings and move left-to-right, and if the condition does not apply, 
then continue one row at a time until you find the condition that does apply. 

Examples
Examples are used to clarify a point by applying a real-world situation.

TABLE 1-1  How to Use Decision Tables

If you:
And if the condition 
applies: Then:

Read this column cell and 
row first

Continue in this cell TAKE the action listed in this 
cell

Find the previous condition 
did not apply, then read this 
column cell

Continue in this cell TAKE the action listed in this 
cell

EXAMPLE Examples are graphically placed boxes within the text as a means of visually 
separating information from other information on the page. Examples 
always appear in a box like this.
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Preparation
Filing System
If you already have a filing system for retaining CITES records in place at your 
port, then review these instructions to be sure your system is functional. If you 
do not have a filing system in place, then follow the instructions below.

To set up a filing system, do as follows:

 1. Decide on the filing system that is most practical for your location. 
Select one of the following methods to keep the records complete and 
accessible:

• File alphabetically by permittee’s name

• File chronologically by month and year

 2. Select the documents to be filed. At a minimum, you must file the 
following in the order listed below:

A. CITES document (must be a validated copy)

B. Customs entry

C. Dimensional specification sheets (if applicable)

D. Invoice/packing list

E. Lading bill or air waybill

F. Phytosanitary Certificate (if required)

After filing the documents, you must maintain each file for a minimum of five 
years, counting from the date the importation occurred. 

EXAMPLE A file must be maintained until January 24, 2013 for an importation 
that occurred on January 24, 2008. 
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
•  Diospyros spp. (Madagasy ebonies)   

•  Gonystylus spp. (ramin)

•  Guaiacum spp. (lignum vitae)

•  Oreomunnea pterocarpa (gavilan)

•  Osyris lanceolata (African sandalwood) 

•  Pericopsis elata (afrormosia)

•  Platymiscium pleiostachyum (cristobal graradillo)

•  Prunus africana (African rosewood) 

•  Pterocarpus santalinus (red sandalwood, redsanders)

•  Senna meridionalis (taraby)  

•  Swietenia humilis (Pacific Coast mahogany)

•  Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany)

•  Swietenia mahogani (Caribbean mahogany)

CITES 
Appendix III 
Species

The CITES Appendix III protected species are as follows:

•  Cedrela fissilis (Argentine cedar) 

•  Cedrela lilloi (cedro)

•  Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar)

•  Dalbergia darienensis 

•  Dipteryx panamensis (almendro)

•  Magnolia liliifera var. obovata (magnolia)

•  Pinus koraiensis (Korean pine)

•  Podocarpus neriifolius (podocarp) 

•  Tetracentron sinense (tetracentron)

IMPORTANT

Effective June 12, 2013, Diospyros spp. was listed as Appendix II for 
populations of Madagascar. 

IMPORTANT

Effective June 12, 2013, Senna meridionalis was listed as Appendix II. 
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
If you are instructed by the PPQ Area Identifier (specializing in CITES 
wood identification) to send the interception directly to the Forest 
Products Laboratory, then follow the packaging directions above and 
send the package to the following address:

USDA-Forest Products Laboratory
Attn: Alex C. Wiedenhoeft or Michael Wiemann
One Gifford Pinchot Drive
Madison, WI 53726-2398
Phone: 608/231-9341
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III 
Timber Species

TABLE 2-2  List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III Timber Species

Scientific Name Common Name Other Common Names

Abies guatemalensis Guatemalan fir abeto mexicano, guayami, Mexican fir, pinabete, 
plumajatzin, plumajillo de montaña, sapin de Guatemala

Aniba rosaeodora Brazilian rosewood bois de Rosenholzbaum, legno di rose, pau-rosa, palo de 
rosa, rosewood tree

Araucaria araucana monkey puzzle tree apeboom, araucaria du Chile, Chilean pine, chilensk tall, 
Chili pine, Chili tall, Chilie pine, parana pine, pehuen, pilon, 
pin du Chili, pino, pino araucaria, pino de Chile, pino de 
Neuquén, pino de Paraná, piñonero, piñón, sapin du Chili 

Bulnesia sarmientoi gaiacwood bois de gaic, gaiacwood, guajakhoz, guajaco, guajakholz, 
guayacan, palo balsamo, palo santo, Paraguay-lignum-vitae, 
true guaiac

Caesalpinia echinata pernambuco brasileto, Brazilwood, ibirapitanga, orabutã, pau-Brasil, 
pau-de-pernambuco, pau-pernambuco, pau-rosado, 
peachwood, pernambuco-wood

Caryocar costaricense ajillo aji, ajo, almendrillo, almendro, almendro de bajo, almendron, 
cagui, firme, genenè, manu, maqui-maqui cagui, pequia, 
pequia brava, pete rana do terra firme, petè, pete-rana, 
plomillo, rana do terra, swari 

Cedrela fissilis Argentine cedar Central American cedar, cedro, cigar box cedar, rose cedar

Cedrela lilloi cedro

Cedrela odorata Spanish cedar acajou rouge, akuyari, atoreb, Barbados cedar, Brazilian 
cedar, British Guiana cedar, British Honduras cedar, cedar, 
cèdra acajou, cèdre des barbaies, cèdre rouge, cedrela, 
cedrela wood, cedro, cedro chino, cedro colorado, cedro 
hembra, cedro macho, cedro obsuro, cedro real, cedro red, 
cedro rojo, Central American cedar, chujte, cigar-box cedar, 
cigarbox cedar, Colorado cedro, Cuban cedar, epi, 
Hondouras cedar, icte, Jamaican cedar, Kalantas, Kapere, 
Koperi, Kurama, Kurana, Mexican cedar, Nicaraguan cedar, 
parank, paranka, red cedar, rojas cedar, rosas cedar, South 
American cedar, Tabasco cedar, tiocuahuitl, Trinidad cedar, 
Wesindische zedar, West Indian cedar

Dalbergia spp. rosewoods Madagasy rosewoods

Dalbergia cochinchinensis Thailand rosewood

Dalbergia darienensis Indian rosewood

Dalbergia granadillo Granadillo rosewood

Dalbergia nigra Brazilian rosewood

Dalbergia retusa black rosewood cocobolo, cocobolo prieto, funera, granadillo, nambar, palo 
negro

Dalbergia stevensonii Honduras rosewood hagaedwood, Honduras rosewood, honduras palisander

Diospyros spp. Madagasy ebonies

Dipteryx panamensis Almendro almendra, almendro de montaña, amans, choiba, eboe, îbu, 
iqua, Indian almond, sarrapia, tonca, tonka bean, yapo
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
Fitzroya cupressoides alerce alerzcholz, fitzroy cypress, lahuan, patagonian cypress

Gonystylus spp. ramin ampudji, gaharu, gaheu, gara buaja, kaya garu, 
lanutanbagio,medang keran, melawis, ramin telur, sang su, 
seriangun

Guaiacum spp. lignum vitae auayacan, palo santo

Magnolia liliifera 
var. obovata

magnolia balukhat, baranthuri,boramthuri, champak, giogi, harré, 
safan, siffo, taungme

Oreomunnea pterocarpa gavilan campana, engelhardia pterocarpa, gavilán blanco

Osyris lanceolata African sandalwood

Pericopsis elata afrormosia anyeran, asamela, assamela, assemela, awawai, ayin, 
baracara, benin satinwood, bohala, bohalala, bonsamdua, 
devils tree, egbi, ejen, golden afrormosia, iatobahy do igapo, 
kokriki, kokrodua, liguminosae, mekoe, mohole. obang, ole, 
olel pardo, peonio, redbark, satinwood, tento, wahala, yellow 
satinwood

Pilgerodendron uviferum Pilgerodendron Chilean cedar, ciprés, ciprés de Chile, ciprés de 
Cordillera,ciprés de las Islas Len, cipresso del Cile, cyprès 
du Chili, lahuan, lanutanbagio, libocedri dell’america 
meridion, patagonian cypress, patagonian pilgerodendron, 
ten, thuja tetragona, 

Pinus koraiensis Korean pine borovica kórejská, borovice korejskã, channamu, hong song, 
Korea-Kiefer, Koreai fenyõ, pin de Corée 

Platymiscium pleiostachyum cristobal graradillo cachimbo, cristóbal, ñambar, roble colorado 

Podocarpus neriifolius podocarp amanu, black pine, brown pine, bukiti, jati bukit

Podocarpus parlatorei Parlatore’s podocarp pino blanco, pino del cerro, pino montano

Prunus africana African rosewood

Pterocarpus santalinus red sandalwood, 
redsanders

atti, chandanam, chandanum, honne

Senna meridionalis taraby

Swietenia humilis Pacific Coast 
mahogany

caoba, mabu, Pacific mahogany

Swietenia macrophylla bigleaf mahogany acajou, acajou Amerique, acajou d’Amerique, acajou du 
Honduras, Adoa, aguano, American mahogany, 
Americkaans mahonie, Amerikanns mahonie, ara putange, 
araputanga, bastard lime, bay-mahogany, baywood, belize 
mahogany, caòba, Honduras mahogany, mara, mogno

Swietenia mahogani Caribbean mahogany acajou, acajou de Cuba, acajou de Saint Domingue, acajou 
de St. Domingue, acajou des Antilles, aguano, antillen 
mahogani, bay mahogany, caoba, caoba de santo domingo, 
caoba dominicana, caobilla, chiculte, cobano, Cuban 
mahogany, curlet mahogany, Dominican mahogany, echites 
mahagoni, gateado, Jamaica mahogany, Kuba mahogany, 
madiera, mahagoni, mahog, mahogany, mahogany du pays, 
mahogany petites feuilles, mahok, mahoni, mongo, orura, 
small-leaf mahogany, West Indian mahogany, West Indies 
mahogany

Tetracentron sinense Tetracentron shui quing shu

TABLE 2-2  List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III Timber Species 

Scientific Name Common Name Other Common Names
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
A. An amended CITES document that can show that the issuing 
Management Authority made a technical error that was not prompted 
by the applicant.

B. A newly-issued CITES document that can show the applicant was 
misinformed by CITES officials or the circumstances in 50CFR § 
23.53(b)(5) (specimens for personal use) apply, and a shipment has 
occurred without a document.

 5. In general, except when the exporter or re-export and import has 
demonstrated they were not responsible for the irregularities, any person 
who has been issued a CITES document in the past will not be eligible to 
receive a retrospective document.
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
Step 10: Validate the CITES Documents With Stamp and 
Endorsement
If the shipment and permits comply with CITES and U.S. import regulations, 
then endorse the front of the original CITES document. Use your DHS-CBP 
Agriculture Specialist’s "Action Authorized" stamp. This stamp must bear 
your port location. Sign your name in ink, and write your badge number and 
the date. 

In addition to the original CITES document, the importer or the importer’s 
agent must give you two photocopies of the original. Never accept a poor 
quality copy or facsimile. A legible copy of the original CITES document is 
crucial. If the importer should choose to re-export all or part of this shipment in 
the future, then the exporter will need this document to prove that the timber or 
articles entered legally. Endorse the front of the copies the same as you endorse 
the original. Do not endorse the back of the copies. 

IMPORTANT

Being able to read the quantity on the endorsed copies is imperative. 
Never cover critical fields of the CITES document with the 
DHS-CBP-Agriculture Specialist’s stamp.
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Importation of CITES Protected Species:  Procedures
Procedures
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Re-exportation of CITES Protected Timber Species: Procedures
Introduction
Introduction
This chapter provides the guidelines for handling the re-exportation of CITES 
Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III regulated timber species. These 
guidelines are to be used for the following:

•   Confirming that the commodity being re-exported is in a form which is 
regulated

•   Determining which permits and/or certificates are required for re-export

•   Verifying that the documents are valid

•   Inspecting the commodity to verify that the quantity in the re-export 
shipment matches the quantity listed on the CITES document

•   Instructing the user on how to validate a CITES document 

•   Distributing and filing the paperwork 

PPQ Plant Health Safeguarding Specialists and Export Certification Specialists 
should use the guidelines in this chapter in conjunction with the phytosanitary 
requirements of the country of final destination. (See the Export Program 
Manual and EXCERPT for these requirements.) 

Preparation
As with other port documents, copies of CITES documents must also be filed 
in an organized, consistent manner. The CITES files and copies maintained at 
your port are important in case the originals become lost or destroyed. An 
accessible filing system will also enable you to comply with requests for 
information made by other government and non-government agencies, and the 
general public through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

Filing System
If you already have a filing system for retaining CITES records in place at your 
port, please review these instructions to be sure your system is functional. If 
you do not have a filing system in place, then follow the instructions on the 
next page.

IMPORTANT

A Federal Phytosanitary Certificate for Re-export for CITES Appendix 
I, Appendix II, or Appendix III Regulated Timber Species can only be 
issued at a designated port that is authorized to re-export 
CITES-regulated logs and lumber. Issuance of a Federal Phytosanitary 
Certificate for Re-export of CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, or 
Appendix III regulated timber is contingent upon compliance with all 
CITES requirements. Issue a Federal Phytosanitary Certificate for 
Re-export only if all CITES requirements have been satisfied.
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Re-exportation of CITES Protected Timber Species: Procedures
Preparation
To set up a filing system, do as follows:

 1. Decide on the filing system that is most practical for your location. 
Select one of the following methods to keep the records complete and 
accessible:

•  File alphabetically by permittee’s name

•  File chronologically by month and year

 2. Select the documents to be filed. At a minimum, you must file the 
following in the order listed below:

A. CITES document (must be a validated copy)

B. Dimensional specification sheets (if applicable)

C. Invoice/packing list

D. Lading bill or air waybill

E. Phytosanitary Certificate (if required)

After you set up your filing system, you must maintain each file for a 
minimum of five years, counting from the date the re-exportation occurred. 

EXAMPLE A file must be maintained until January 24, 2014 for a re-exportation 
that occurred on January 24, 2009. 
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Re-exportation of CITES Protected Timber Species: Procedures
Procedures
•   Diospyros spp. (Madagasy ebonies) 

•   Gonystylus spp. (ramin)

•   Guaiacum spp. (lignum vitae)

•   Oreomunnea pterocarpa (gavilan)

•   Osyris lanceolata (African sandalwood)

•   Pericopsis elata (afrormosia)

•   Platymiscium pleiostachyum (cristobal, granadillo)

•   Prunus africana (African cherry, stinkwood)

•   Pterocarpus santalinus (red sandalwood, red sanders)

•   Senna meridionalis (taraby)

•   Swietenia humilis (Pacific Coast mahogany)

•   Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany)

•   Swietenia mahogani (Caribbean mahogany)

Appendix III 
Timber Species 

The CITES Appendix III regulated species are as follows:

•   Cedrela fissilis (Argentine cedar)

•   Cedrela lilloi (cedro)

•   Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar)

•   Dalbergia darienensis 

•   Dipteryx panamensis (almendro)

•   Magnolia liliifera var. obovata (magnolia)

•   Pinus koraiensis (Korean pine) 

•   Podocarpus neriifolius (podocarp)

•   Tetracentron sinense (tetracentron)

IMPORTANT

Effective June 12, 2013, Diospyros spp. populations of Madagascar 
were added to CITES Appendix II. 

IMPORTANT

Effective June 12, 2013, Senna meridionalis was added to CITES Appendix II. 
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Re-exportation of CITES Protected Timber Species: Procedures
Procedures
 6. If you are instructed by the PPQ Area Identifier (specializing in CITES 
wood identification), to send the interception directly to the Forest 
Products Laboratory, then follow the packaging directions above and 
send the package to the following address:

USDA-Forest Products Laboratory
Attn: Alex C. Wiedenhoeft or Michael Wiemann
One Gifford Pinchot Drive
Madison, WI 53726-2398

Phone: 608/231-9341
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Re-exportation of CITES Protected Timber Species: Procedures
Procedures
List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III 
Timber Species

TABLE 3-2  List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III Timber 
Species 

Scientific Name Common Name Other Common Names

Abies guatemalensis Guatemalan fir abeto mexicano, guayami, Mexican fir, pinabete, plumajatzin, 
plumajillo de montaña, sapin de Guatemala

Aniba rosaeodora Brazilian rosewood bois de rose Rosenholzbaum, legno di rose, palo de rosa, 
rosewood tree

Araucaria araucana monkey puzzle tree apeboom, araucaria du Chile, Chilean pine, chilensk tall, Chili 
pine, Chili tall, Chilie pine, parana pine, pehuen, pilon, pin du 
Chili, pino, pino araucaria, pino de Chile, pino de Neuquén, pino 
de Paraná, piñonero, piñón, sapin du Chili 

Bulnesia sarmientoi gaiacwood bois de gaic, guajaco, guajakholz, guayacan, palo balsamo, 
palo santo, Paraguay-lignum-vitae, true guaiac 

Caesalpinia echinata pernambuco brasileto, Brazilwood, ibirapitanga, orabutã, 
pau-de-pernambuco, pau-Brasil, pau-de-pernambuco, 
pau-rosada, peachwood, pernambuco-wood 

Caryocar costaricense ajillo aji, ajo, almendrillo, almendro, almendro de bajo, almendron, 
cagui, firme, genenè, manu, maqui-maqui cagui, pequia, pequia 
brava, pete rana do terra firme, petè, pete-rana, plomillo, rana 
do terra, swari 

Cedrela fissilis Argentine cedar Central American cedar, cedro, cigar box cedar, rose cedar

Cedrela lilloi cedro

Cedrela odorata Spanish cedar acajou rouge, akuyari, atoreb, Barbados cedar, Brazilian cedar, 
British Guiana cedar, British Honduras cedar, cedar, cèdra 
acajou, cèdre des barbaies, cèdre rouge, cedrela, cedrela 
wood, cedro, cedro chino, cedro colorado, cedro hembra, cedro 
macho, cedro obsuro, cedro real, cedro red, cedro rojo, Central 
American cedar, chujte, cigar-box cedar, cigarbox cedar, 
Colorado cedro, Cuban cedar, epi, Hondouras cedar, icte, 
Jamaican cedar, Kalantas, Kapere, Koperi, Kurama, Kurana, 
Mexican cedar, Nicaraguan cedar, parank, paranka, red cedar, 
rojas cedar, rosas cedar, South American cedar, Tabasco cedar, 
tiocuahuitl, Trinidad cedar, Wesindische zedar, West Indian 
cedar

Dalbergia spp. rosewoods Madagasy rosewoods

Dalbergia cochinchinensis Thailand rosewood

Dalbergia darienensis Indian rosewood

Dalbergia granadillo Granadillo rosewood

Dalbergia nigra Brazilian rosewood babia rosewood, bahia rosewood, caa-biuna, cabeuna, cabiuna, 
cabiuna do mato, cabiuna rajada, comore, camboriuna, caviuna, 
jacaranda, jacarada cabiuna, jacaranda de Brasil, jacaranda 
wood, jacaranda-da-bahia, jacaranda-preto, jacaranda-rajado, 
jacaranda-roxo, jacarandaholz, jacaradanda de Brasil, legno di 
jacaranda, maera de palisandro, marnut, palisander, Rio 
rosewood

Dalbergia retusa Nicaraguan 
rosewood

cocobolo, cocobolo prieto, funera, granadillo, nambar, palo 
negro
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Dalbergia stevensonii Honduran rosewood hagaedwood, Honduras rosewood, honduraspalisander

Diospyros spp. ebonies Madagasy ebonies

Dipteryx panamensis almendro almendra, almendro de montaña, amans, choiba, eboe, îbu, 
iqua, Indian almond, sarrapia, tonca, tonka bean, yapo

Fitzroya cupressoides alerce alerzcholz, fitzroy cypress, lahuan, patagonian cypress

Gonystylus spp. ramin ampudji, gaharu, gaheu, gara buaja, kaya garu, 
lanutanbagio,medang keran, melawis, ramin telur, sang su, 
seriangun

Guaiacum spp. lignum vitae guayacan, palo santo

Magnolia liliifera var. 
obovata

magnolia balukhat, baranthuri,boramthuri, champak, giogi, harré, safan, 
siffo, taungme

Oreomunnea pterocarpa gavilan campana, engelhardia pterocarpa, gavilán blanco

Osyris lanceolata African sandalwood

Pericopsis elata afrormosia anyeran, asamela, assamela, assemela, awawai, ayin, 
baracara, benin satinwood, bohala, bohalala, bonsamdua, 
devils tree, egbi, ejen, golden afrormosia, iatobahy do igapo, 
kokriki, kokrodua, liguminosae, mekoe, mohole. obang, ole, olel 
pardo, peonio, redbark, satinwood, tento, wahala, yellow 
satinwood

Pilgerodendron uviferum pilgerodendron Chilean cedar, ciprés, ciprés de Chile, ciprés de 
Cordillera,ciprés de las Islas Len, cipresso del Cile, cyprès du 
Chili, lahuan, lanutanbagio, libocedri dell’america meridion, 
patagonian cypress, patagonian pilgerodendron, ten, thuja 
tetragona, 

Pinus koraiensis Korean pine borovica kórejská, borovice korejskã, channamu, Korea-Kiefer, 
Koreai fenyõ, hong song, pin de Corée 

Platymiscium pleiostachym cristobal graradillo cachimbo, cristóbal, ñambar, roble colorado 

Podocarpus neriifolius podocarp amanu, black pine, brown pine, bukiti, jati bukit

Podocarpus parlatorei Parlatore’s podocarp pino blanco, pino del cerro, pino montano

Prunus africana African rosewood

Pterocarpus santalinus red sandalwood, 
redsanders

atti, chandanam, chandanum, honne

Senna meridionalis taraby

Swietenia humilis Pacific Coast 
mahogany

caoba, mabu, Pacific mahogany

Swietenia macrophylla bigleaf mahogany acajou, acajou Amerique, acajou d’Amerique, acajou du 
Honduras, adoa, aguano, American mahogany, Americkaans 
mahonie, Amerikanns mahonie, ara putange, araputanga, 
bastard lime, bay-mahogany, baywood, belize mahogany, 
caòba, Honduras mahogany, mara, mogno,

TABLE 3-2  List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III Timber 
Species  (continued)

Scientific Name Common Name Other Common Names
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Swietenia mahogani Caribbean mahogany acajou, acajou de Cuba, acajou de Saint Domingue, acajou de 
St. Domingue, acajou des Antilles, aguano, antillen mahogani, 
bay mahogany, caoba, caoba de santo domingo, caoba 
dominicana, caobilla, chiculte, cobano, Cuban mahogany, curlet 
mahogany, Dominican mahogany, echites mahagoni, gateado, 
Jamaica mahogany, Kuba mahogany, madiera, mahagoni, 
mahog, mahogany, mahogany du pays, mahogany petites 
feuilles, mahok, mahoni, mongo, orura, small-leaf mahogany, 
West Indian mahogany, West Indies mahogany

Tetracentron sinense tetracentron shui quing shu

TABLE 3-2  List of Common Names for CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, and Appendix III Timber 
Species  (continued)

Scientific Name Common Name Other Common Names
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•   Cargo paperwork associated with the shipment (such as bill of lading, air 
waybill, invoice. and dimensional specification sheets2)

2 Dimensional specification sheets (or dimensional tally inventory sheets) are used for articles that are imported in 
quantities expressed in cubic meters, square meters, or board feet, and inventory the size of each piece of lumber 
or veneer in each bundle shipped. Usually there will be more than one dimensional inventory sheet with each 
shipment.
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Renewal of an 
Expired CITES 
Re-export 
Certificate

If the CITES Re-export Certificate has expired, then stop processing the 
re-export. Have the permittee contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Division of Management Authority, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 700, 
Arlington, VA 22203, to have the permittee’s CITES Re-export Certificate or 
Other Certificate reissued. 
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Step 7: Confirm the Legal Importation
Confirm the articles have been legally imported. If the CITES Re-export 
Certificate, Block 5, Special Conditions, requires the permittee to attach a 
validated and endorsed (CBP-AS stamped) copy of the CITES Export Permit 
or Certificate from the country of origin3 or the country of last re-export, then 
confirm a legible, validated, endorsed copy is attached. 

If the copy of the CITES Export Permit or Re-export Certificate presented to 
you is illegible or does not bear the stamp and signature of CBP-AS, then 
request the permittee or broker provide you with a legible, validated, endorsed 
copy.

If a legible, validated and endorsed copy of the export permit or re-export 
certificate is not provided or if you learn the importation is illegal, then the 
shipment may be subject to forfeiture. Contact a PPQ Botanist4 for assistance.

3 The country where the article originated.
4 PPQ to identify the name of the Botanist that services your port, see Appendix C in the Plant Inspection Stations 

Manual.
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Transportation and Exportation (T&E) of CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, Appendix III Regulated Timber Species
Transportation and Exportation (T&E) of CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, 
Appendix III Regulated Timber Species 

Canada or Mexico
Follow the steps listed below when releasing the shipment for transportation 
and exportation (T&E) of CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, or Appendix III 
regulated timber species to Canada or Mexico:

 1. Verify that the shipment is accompanied by CBP Form 7512 or other 
accepted in-bond document.

 2. Stamp the CBP paperwork, “Released for Exportation.” 
Do not stamp the CITES document; this will be done by the Canadian or 
Mexican authorities.

 3. Apply any necessary safeguards.

 4. Allow the shipment to proceed.

Immediate Exportation (IE) of CITES Appendix I, Appendix II, Appendix III 
Regulated Timber Species

Follow these steps for the immediate exportation (IE) of CITES Appendix I, 
Appendix II, and Appendix III regulated timber species:

 1. Verify the shipment is accompanied by CBP Form 7512 or other 
accepted export document.

 2. Stamp the CBP paperwork, “Released for Exportation.” 
Do not stamp the CITES document; this will be done by the authorities 
at the country of destination. 

 3. Apply any necessary safeguards.

 4. Allow the shipment to proceed.

IMPORTANT

If the CBP paperwork designates both a U.S. Company (middle man) 
and a Canadian or Mexican consignee, then review the CITES 
document to verify that the consignee is actually Canadian or Mexican 
and not U.S. If the CITES document declares a U.S. company as the 
consignee, then the T&E must be handled as a CITES re-export.
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Violations, Seizures, and Forfeitures: Procedures
Procedures
Procedures 
The procedures which follow have been established to report violations and 
initiate seizure and forfeiture for regulated plants, including their parts and 
derivatives when offered for or traded in contravention CITES. 

CITES Contacts
Some circumstances are identified in this chapter as requiring contacting the 
PPQ Botanist that services your port, and others require contacting the 
National CITES Specialist or the National CITES Coordinator. 

If after reading the procedures in this chapter, CBP Officers still have a 
CITES-related question regarding a shipment, then contact the CBP field 
office liaison through the chain of command. Include your name, phone 
number, and e-mail address. If after reading the procedures in this chapter, 
PPQ Officers still have a CITES-related question regarding a shipment, then 
first contact the PPQ Botanist that services your port. 

If the PPQ Botanist is not available or is unable to answer your question, then 
contact the National CITES Specialist, Timothy Torbett 
timothy.j.torbett@aphis.usda.gov, or the National CITES Coordinator, John 
Veremis (john.veremis@aphis.usda.gov. Include your name, phone number, 
and e-mail address when contacting the National CITES Specialist or the 
National CITES Coordinator.

  

Violations of USDA Regulations
Violations of USDA species regulations concerning CITES plants (7CFR 355) 
will generally result in the issuance of PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation. 

Repeat violations of 7CFR 355 or deliberate attempts to circumvent 
regulations will result in seizure and forfeiture of CITES regulated material. To 
determine if seizure and forfeiture is warranted, verify that the violator is a 
repeat offender or deliberately attempted to circumvent regulations. Contact 

Important

The person making a CITES-related inquiry should include his or her name, 
phone number, and e-mail address so that the National CITES Specialist or 
the National CITES Coordinator is able to reply or obtain additional details. 
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Violations, Seizures, and Forfeitures: Procedures
Maintenance of CITES Documents
Maintenance of CITES Documents
The CBP Agriculture Specialists, PPQ Plant Health Safeguarding Specialists, 
or PPQ Export Certification Specialists at the port should file and maintain 
associated CITES documents for the following reasons:

• Facilitate a civil or criminal proceeding

• Give immediate access to prior actions taken on seized material (in case 
you are asked questions about a particular action)

• Identify repeat offenders

Filing System for Violations, Seizures, and Forfeitures
To set up a filing system for violations, seizures, and forfeitures paperwork, 
use the following process:

    1.  Give each shipment found in violation of the legislation a separate file.

    2.  Label each file by first listing your port name, then the last two digits of 
the year followed by a hyphen, then the seizure number. The seizure 
number starts with 01 for the first seizure of the year. Each subsequent 
seizure will be numbered consecutively. 

    3.  Place Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet, of PPQ Form 624, Notice for 
Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property Valued at $10,000 or Less, 
in the front of each file and update as necessary. Add all applicable 
forms, such as the following:

• PPQ Form 623, Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized 
Property (if used)

• PPQ Form 625, Claim and Bond (if used)

• PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture (if 
used)

• PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture (if used)

• Other relevant documents (i.e., Officer’s Statement)

Retain each file for 5 years after the last documented action is taken.

EXAMPLE The Port of Miami’s first file for 2006 would be: Miami 06-01.

The second file would be numbered Miami 06-02.
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Designated CITES Ports and Plant Inspection Stations CITES Staff
California All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
389 Oyster Point Blvd., Suite 2
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Ph: 650/876-9093

Fax: 650/876-9008

Tim Torbett, Botanist, 
National CITES 

Specialist
Shannon Jarman,   

Botanist
Arthur Berlowitz, OIC

Florida Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1800 Eller Drive, Suite 414
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33116

Ph: 954/356-7080

Fax: 954/356-7113

George Robinson, 
PHSS

Sonia Hernandez, 
PHSS

Florida Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
2431 St. John’s Bluff Road South

Suite 119
Jacksonville, FL 32246

Ph: 904/620-9501

Fax: 904/620-9496

L. Oscar Vazquez, 
PHSS

 

Florida All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

Deliveries:
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
6302 NW 36 Street
Miami, FL 33122

Regular USPS Mail:
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
PO Box 660520
Miami, FL 33266

Ph: 305/492-1854

Fax: 305/492-1742

Leo Castaneda, 
Botanist

 

Florida All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
3951 Centerport Street
Orlando, FL 32827

Ph: 407/825-4237

Fax: 407/825-4235

Metwaly Sheta, 
Identifier

Georgia All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
Hartsfield Perishable Complex
1270 Woolman Place
Atlanta, GA 30354

Ph: 404/76-5-3821

Fax: 404/763-7429

Carlos Perez, OIC

Georgia Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
5514 Export Blvd.
Garden City, GA 31408-9759

Ph: 912/964-4212

Fax: 912/964-9142

Stephen Davis, OIC

Phil Boyd-Robinson, 
PHSS

Tim Brackney, PHSS

Wally Harrington, PHSS

Guam All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
17-3306 Neptune Avenue
Barrigada, GU 96913

Ph: 671/477-7822

Fax: 671/477-9487

Russell Campbell,
Entomologist

TABLE 5-1  Designated PPQ CITES Ports Directory  (continued)

State
CITES 
Commodity Address Phone and Fax Designated Staff
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Hawaii Orchids (for 
export and 
re-export only)

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Hilo International Airport
Hilo, HI 96720

Ph: 808/933-6930

Fax: 808/933-6932

Ron Tom, Port Director

Trudy Hanohano, OIC

Lloyd Yoshina, PHSS

Hawaii All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Honolulu Plant Inspection Station
Honolulu International Airport
300 Rodgers Blvd., #58
Honolulu, HI 96819

Ph: 808/834-3240

Fax: 808/861-8500

Mark Towata, Botanist

Illinois Ginseng roots 
and goldenseal 

Orchids (for 
exports and 
re-exports only)

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
2300 E. Devon, Suite 222
Des Plaines, IL 60018

Ph: 847/699-2418

Fax: 847/699-2429

Rick Gammons, PHSS

Scot Saiki, PHSS

Maryland Ginseng roots 
and goldenseal 

Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
2200 Broening Highway, Rm 140
Baltimore, MD 21224

Ph: 410/631-0073

Fax: 410/631-0069

Matthew Travis, SPHD

Michigan Imports of all 
Canadian origin 
CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives; and 
export of all 
CITES 
regulated plants 
destined to 
Canada 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
11200 Metro Airport Center Drive

Suite 140
Romulus, MI 48174

Exports via Detroit and Port 
Huron

Ph: 734/942-9005

Fax: 734/942-7691

David Dehn, PHSS

Sarah Rehberg, PHSS

Mississippi Logs and 
lumber 

Attn: Identifier
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1815 Popps Ferry Road
Biloxi, MS 39532

Ph: 228/223-1207 
(Don)
Ph: 228/669-6503 
(Beth) 
Fax: 228/731-3961

Don Haynes, PHSS

Beth Ann Lotz, PHSS

Missouri Ginseng roots 
and goldenseal

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
4300 Goodfellow Blvd. Bldg 102E
St. Louis, MO 63074

Ph: 314/389-8420

Fax: 314/389-7640

Brenda Hutchins, PHSS

New Jersey All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Francis Krim Memorial Plant 

Inspection Station
2500 Brunswick Ave., Bldg. G
Linden, NJ 07036

Covers the Port of New York; 
Elizabeth, NJ; and Newark, NJ

Ph: 908/862-2012

Fax: 908/862-2095

Ana Margina, Botanist

TABLE 5-1  Designated PPQ CITES Ports Directory  (continued)

State
CITES 
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New York Imports of all 
Canadian origin 
CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives; and 
export of all 
CITES 
regulated plants 
destined to 
Canada 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
29 Liberty Street, Suite 1
Batavia, NY 14020

Exports via Buffalo

Ph: 585/343-9167 
      xt. 1033

Fax: 585/343-5538

Lewis Tandy, PHSS

New York Imports of all 
Canadian origin 
CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives; and 
export of all 
CITES 
regulated plants 
destined to 
Canada 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
217 West Service Road
Champlain, NY 12919

Exports for Rouses Point 

Ph: 518/298-5529

Fax: 518/298-5564

Thomas Colarusso, 
ECS

New York All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
JFK Plant Inspection Station
230-59 International Airport 
   Centers Blvd., 
Bldg. C, Suite 100, Room 109
Jamaica, NY 11413

Ph: 718-553-3511   

Fax: 718/553-3510

Keith Clancy, Botanist

North 
Carolina

Ginseng roots 
and goldenseal

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1809-C Associates Lane
Charlotte, NC 28217

Ph: 704/424-1014

Fax: 704/357-1667

William Torres, PHSS 

North 
Carolina

Logs and 
lumber

Venus flytrap 
export only

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
1815 Gardner Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405

Ph: 910/815-4678

Fax: 910/815-4964

Darlene Brown, PHSS

Timothy Stevens, PHSS

Thomas Allgaier, PHSS 

Oregon Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
6135 NE 80th Ave., Suite A-5
Portland, OR 97218

Also handles Vancouver, WA

Ph: 503/326-2140

Fax: 503/326-2969

VACANT, Plant 
Pathologist

Pennsylvani
a

Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Navy Yard Corporate Center
3 Crescent Drive, Suite 405
Philadelphia, PA 19112

Ph: 215/218-4971

Fax: 215/218-4974

Stacey Boyd, 
Entomologist

Bruce Cahan, OIC

TABLE 5-1  Designated PPQ CITES Ports Directory  (continued)
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Designated CITES Ports and Plant Inspection Stations CITES Staff
Puerto Rico All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
150 Central Sector
Bldg. C2, Warehouse #3
Carolina, PR 00979

Ph: 787/253-7850

Fax: 787/253-2514

Timothy Hall, 
Entomologist

Nisael Nieves, 
Entomologist

Wilfredo Garcia, Plant
   Pathologist

South 
Carolina

Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
4600 Goer Drive, Suite 104
North Charleston, SC 29406

Ph: 843/746-2950 
      xt. 101
Fax: 843/764-2954

Mary Douglass, OIC

Texas All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Houston Plant Inspection Station
19581 Lee Road
Humble, TX 77338

Ph: 281/443-2063

Fax: 281/443-7643

Norma Diaz, Botanist

Eric McDonald, 
Entomologist

Texas Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
120 San Francisco Bridge II 

Complex, Bldg. 5, Room 505
Laredo, TX 78040

Ph: 956/726-2225

Fax: 956/726-2322

Willis Gentry, Botanist

Texas All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Deliveries:
Plant Inspection Station
100 Los Indios Blvd.
Los Indios, TX 78567

Regular Mail:
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
P.O. Drawer Box 399
Los Indios, TX 78567

Ph: 956/399-2085

Fax: 956/399-4001

Elias Gonzalez, OIC

Oscar Mireless, 
Botanist/Plant 
Pathologist

Virginia Logs and 
lumber 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
200 Granby Street, Room 331
Norfolk, VA 23510-1811

Ph: 757/441-3211

Fax: 757/441-3646

Karen Williams, OIC

Washington Imports of all 
Canadian origin 
CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives; and 
export of all 
CITES 
regulated plants 
destined to 
Canada 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Pacific Highway Border Crossing
9901 Pacific Highway Room 
E202
Blaine, WA 98230

Ph: 360/332-1766

Fax: 360/332-1395

Vacant, Entomologist 
Stacy Herron, PHSS

Washington All CITES 
regulated 
plants, plant 
parts, and 
derivatives

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
Plant Inspection Station
835 South 192nd St.
Bldg. C, Suite 1600
SeaTac, WA 98148

Ph: 206/878-6600

Fax: 206/870-8043

Michael Creller, Botanist

Gayle Van de 
Kerckhove, Plant 
Pathologist

TABLE 5-1  Designated PPQ CITES Ports Directory  (continued)
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Wisconsin Ginseng roots 
and goldenseal 

USDA-APHIS-PPQ
4369 South Howell Ave., 

Suite 201
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Ph: 414/744-6601

Fax: 414/744-6662

Alecia Marson, PHSS

TABLE 5-1  Designated PPQ CITES Ports Directory  (continued)
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
Instructions for CBP to Order USDA Forms
E. E-mail address of the point-of-contact in the CBP Field Office.

    3.  A DFO Customer Identification Number will be assigned to the CBP 
Field Office; and the designated point-of-contact in the CBP Field Office 
will be notified of the DFO Customer Identification Number.

    4.  Once the DFO Customer Identification Number has been assigned, the 
CBP Field Office person responsible for ordering USDA forms is 
strongly encouraged to order USDA forms via the Internet at 
www.bsc.usda.gov. 

    5.  As a last resort, the CBP Field Office person responsible for ordering 
USDA forms may FAX the order to the USDA point-of-contact (Ms. 
Karen Stratchko, FAX 301/734-5319; phone 301/851-2800; or Ms. 
Cathy McDuffie (Karen’s backup); phone 301/851-2626); however, 
ordering USDA forms by FAX could lead to delays.

    6.  The CBP Field Office person ordering USDA forms must use the same 
DFO Customer Identification Number for all forms orders. Order only 
the forms and quantity needed and reorder when necessary. Do not order 
large quantities of USDA forms. Forms take approximately 5-10 days to 
arrive after receipt of order.
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
Request for Services to Transport, Store, and/or Dispose of Seized or Forfeited Shipments
Request for Services to Transport, Store, and/or Dispose of Seized or 
Forfeited Shipments 

FIGURE A-1  Example of Request for Services to Transport, Store, and/or Dispose of Seized or 
Forfeited Shipments
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
Request for Services to Transport, Store, and/or Dispose of Seized or Forfeited Shipments
Distribution of Request for Services to Transport, Store, and/
or Dispose of Seized or Forfeited Shipments 
Fax the completed worksheet to the National CITES Coordinator:

Attn: National CITES Coordinator
FAX #301-734-3560

The contractor will contact the CBP or PPQ Point-of-contact Officer to 
schedule an appointment to have the loading of the forfeited material 
supervised.

13 Storage Charges Accrued-to-date • If there are any storage costs as of today, then LIST the storage 
costs

• If there are no storage costs as of today, then ENTER a O

14 Amount the dock, pier, or warehouse 
will continue to charge on a daily 
basis

ASK the dock, pier, or warehouse how much they will continue to 
charge each day for storing the shipment

15 Date the Forfeited Property Valued 
at $10,000 or Less can Be Disposed

If the shipment is valued at $10,000 or under, COUNT from the date 
PPQ Form 627 was sent plus 60 days and ENTER the disposal date 

If the forfeited property is valued grater than $10,000, then PPQ 
Headquarters will notify the contractor of the disposal date

TABLE A-2   Instructions for Completing Request for Services to Transport, Store, and/or Dispose of 
Seized or Forfeited Shipments  (continued)

Block Instructions
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation
PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation

FIGURE A-2  Example of PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation
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PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation
15 REMARKS ENTER any pertinent remarks

16 VIOLATOR OR CARRIER’S 
STATEMENT OF VIOLATION

If applicable, do the following:

1. ASK the violator to provide an explanation of the incident and get 
a written statement as soon as possible

2. GET statements from the carrier, agent, importer, or any other 
party involved

3. TITLE the statement “Violator’s Statement” or “Agent’s 
Statement”, etc., and GIVE the statement an exhibit number and 
ENTER the words “See attached [Violator/Carrier/Agent/
Importer’s] Statement” in this block

4. If the person refuses to write a statement, then DO as follows:

• ASK the person to tell you what happened relative to the 
violation 

• WRITE down exactly what the person says

• INDICATE the statement was transcribed by you, the officer and 
use your transcription as the statement

5. If the person gives you only a few brief remarks, then LIST these 
directly in Block 16

17 OFFICER’S STATEMENT

1. WRITE your explanation of the violation on a separate sheet of 
paper and title “Officer’s Statement”

2. GIVE this statement an exhibit number

3. DESCRIBE all the facts that resulted in the article listed in Block 5 
being in violation of the regulation listed in Block 2

4. STATE all the facts including who, what, when, where, how

5. INCLUDE the following information where appropriate:

• When and where the violation occurred

• How the violation occurred

• Identify the owner of the regulated articles 

• Refer to your exhibits and explain their relevance to the case

• If you witnessed the violation, state so

6. Officer SIGNS and DATES the statement

7. If more than one officer was involved with the violation, then each 
officer must WRITE a separate statement

18 SIGNATURE OF INITIATING 
OFFICER

Initiating officer SIGNS this block

19 PRINTED NAME AND WORK UNIT PRINT the initiating officer’s name and work unit 

TABLE A-4   Instructions for Completing PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation (continued)

Block Instructions

Important

An Officer’s Statement must be written and 
accompany each completed PPQ Form 518 
submitted.
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PPQ Form 518, Report of Violation
State Plant Health Director 1. ARRANGE the contents of the case file in the following 
order:

a. Port Director’s Statement

b. PPQ Form 518

c. List of Exhibits

d. Officer’s Statement

e. Clear readable copies of all other documents in the 
file

f. Photographs and other physical evidence

g. Warning letter or other information about previous 
violations

2. SEND the entire case file (originals) to Investigative 
and Enforcement Services at the following address:

USDA-APHIS-IES
4700 River Road, Unit 85
Riverdale, MD 20737

TABLE A-5   Distribution of PPQ Form 518 Case File

If you are: Then:
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PPQ Form 621, Application for Protected Plant Permit to Engage in Business of Importing, Exporting, or Re-exporting...
PPQ Form 621, Application for Protected Plant Permit to Engage in 
Business of Importing, Exporting, or Re-exporting...

FIGURE A-3  Example of PPQ Form 621, Application for Protected Plant Permit to Engage in the 
Business of Importing, Exporting, or Re-exporting Terrestrial Plants
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Protected Plant Permit
Protected Plant Permit

FIGURE A-4  Example of a Protected Plant Permit (ePermits) 
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
PPQ Form 623, Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized Property
PPQ Form 623, Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized 
Property

The following example is for seizures valued at $10,000 or less.

FIGURE A-5  Example of PPQ Form 623, Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized Property
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property Valued at $10,000 or Less
PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property 
Valued at $10,000 or Less 

PPQ Form 624, Parts 1 through 4

FIGURE A-6  Example of PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property Valued 
at $10,000 or Less (Part 1; Parts 2 through 4 are duplicates)
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property Valued at $10,000 or Less
PPQ Form 624, Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet

  

FIGURE A-7  Example of PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property (Part 
5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet)
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PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture of Property Valued at $10,000 or Less
6 NAME OF PERSONS KNOWN TO 
HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE 
ARTICLE SEIZED

LIST the names of all persons believed to be owners or to have an 
interest in the seized material

INSERT DATE IN BLOCKS THAT APPLY

PPQ 623 SIGNED • If PPQ Form 623 was returned signed by the violator, then LIST the 
date received

• If PPQ Form 623 not signed and returned from the violator, then 
draw a line through the block

PPQ 624 SENT • If PPQ Form 624 was sent to the violator, then LIST the date sent

• If not sent to the violator, then draw a line through the block

PPQ 625 SENT • If PPQ Form 625 was sent to the violator, then LIST the date sent

• If not sent to the violator, then draw a line through the block

PPQ 625 RECEIVED • If PPQ Form 625 was returned signed from the violator, then enter 
the date received

• If PPQ Form 625 was not signed and returned from the violator, then 
draw a line through the block

PPQ 626 SENT • If PPQ Form 626 was sent to the violator, then LIST the date sent

• If not sent to the violator, then draw a line through the block

PPQ 626 RECEIVED • If PPQ Form 626 was returned signed from the violator, then ENTER 
the date received

• If PPQ Form 626 was not signed and returned from the violator, then 
draw a line through the box

7 RECORD OF STEPS COMPLETED

a. PPQ 624 mailed by registered or 
certified mail to person(s) identified 
in 6 above

LIST the date and time PPQ Form 624 was posted, and INITIAL the 
corresponding block

b. PPQ 624 Removed 
(a + 21 days)
Date/Time/Initials

LIST the date and time PPQ Form 624 was removed (date listed in 
Block 7a plus 21 days), and INITIAL the corresponding block

c. Deadline for receiving PPQ 625 
(a + 20 days)

LIST the date and time PPQ Form 625 must be received (date sent + 
20 days), and INITIAL the corresponding block

d. PPQ 627 Declaration of Forfeiture 
prepared and sent (not before c)

LIST the date and time PPQ Form 627 was sent, and INITIAL the 
corresponding block

e. Property forfeited to the United 
States of America for disposition 
according to law (not before d)

LIST the date and time the property is forfeited, and INITIAL the 
corresponding block

TABLE A-3   Instructions for Completing PPQ Form 624, Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet  (continued)

Block Instructions
A-28 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 09/2013-32
PPQ





Appendix A: Forms and Permits
PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than $10,000
PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than 
$10,000

PPQ Form 624A, Part 1 through 4 

FIGURE A-8  Example of PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than $10,000 
(Part 1; Parts 2 through 4 are duplicates)
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Appendix A: Forms and Permits
PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than $10,000
PPQ Form 624A, Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet

FIGURE A-9  Example of PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than $10,000 
(Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet)
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PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than $10,000
Distribution and Retention of PPQ Form 624A, Part 5-PPQ/
CBP Port Worksheet
File the yellow Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet, of PPQ Form 624A, Notice 
for Seizure of Property Valued Greater Than $10,000, in the port file and retain 
for 5 years.

7 RECORD OF STEPS COMPLETED

a. PPQ 624A mailed by registered or 
certified mail to person(s) listed in 6., 
above

List the date and time Part 4-Owner is mailed to the person(s) 
listed in Block 6 of PPQ Form 624A, and INITIAL in the 
corresponding block

b. Date of final disposition of forfeited 
property according to law, or transfer of 
custody of property to other U.S. 
Government Agency (fill in name of 
agency)

When you receive notification of final disposition of the property, 
or notification the custody is transferred to another government 
agency, then LIST and the name of the government agency on 
the dotted line, and LIST the date and time, and INITIAL in the 
corresponding block 

RETAIN this form and copies of PPQ Form 624A (Parts 2, 3, and 5), PPQ Form 626, and any other 
documents applicable to this shipment for 5 years.

TABLE A-5   Instructions for Completing PPQ Form 624A, Part 5-PPQ/CBP Port Worksheet (continued)

Block Instructions
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PPQ Form 625 Claim and Bond
PPQ Form 625 Claim and Bond 

 ,

FIGURE A-10  Example of PPQ Form 625, Claim and Bond
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PPQ Form 625 Claim and Bond
Purpose
PPQ form 625, Claim and Bond, is used for seizures valued at $10,000 or less 
as part of a legal process in which the owner of the seized property attempts to 
regain custody of the property. 

Instructions
The CBP Agriculture Specialist (CBP-AS), PPQ Plant Health Safeguarding 
Specialist (PPQ-PHSS) or PPQ Export Certification Specialist (PPQ-ECS) 
lists the Port file number in the FILE NO. block. Do not complete any other 
blocks on this form. 

If the owner decides to file a Claim and Bond, then the owner will complete the 
form.

Distribution of PPQ Form 625

Seizures Valued 
at $10,000 or 
Less

If the owner or owner’s agent signs PPQ Form 623, Waiver of Forfeiture 
Procedures by Owner of Seized Property, then PPQ Form 625. Claim and 
Bond, is not sent.

If the owner or owner’s agent is present and will not sign PPQ Form 623 or is 
not present, then send PPQ Form 625, Claim and Bond, together with the 
following documents, by Certified or Registered Mail with Return Receipt 
Requested to the owner or owner’s agent at the last known address: 

• PPQ Form 623, Waiver of Forfeiture Procedures by Owner of Seized 
Property

• Part 4-Owner of PPQ Form 624, Notice for Seizure and Proposed 
Forfeiture of Property Valued at $10,000 or Less

• PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture

Keep or make a copy of PPQ Form 625 and PPQ Form 626 for the port file 
prior to sending.

Important

A bonded release will not be made if such an action would frustrate 
the purpose of the Act or Convention. As an example, 7CFR 356 
does not allow the release of CITES regulated plants that are without 
the documentation required under 50CFR Chapter I.

Important

If multiple owners or agents are identified, then you may send 
photocopies of the required forms in lieu of the actual forms.
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PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture
PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture 

  

FIGURE A-11  Example of PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture
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PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture
Seizures Valued 
Greater than 
$10,000

For seizures valued greater than $10,000, the CPB Agriculture Specialist, PPQ 
Plant Health Safeguarding Specialist, or PPQ Export Certification Specialist 
will send PPQ Form 626, Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeiture, 
together with the Part 4-Owner, of PPQ Form 624A, Notice for Seizure of 
Property Valued Greater Than $10,000, by Certified or Registered Mail with 
Return Receipt Requested to all persons believed to be owners or agents at 
the last known address. 

Keep or make a copy for the port file prior to sending.

Important

If multiple owners or agents are identified, then you may send 
photocopies of the identified forms in lieu of the actual forms or 
blocks.
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PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture
PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture
This example below is for seizures valued at $10,000 or less.  

FIGURE A-12  Example of PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture (for forfeitures valued at $10,000 or 
less)
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PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture
Distribution and Retention of PPQ Form 627
After 21 days, distribute and retain PPQ Form 627 as follows:

• File Part 1 in the port file and retain for 5 years

• Send Part 2 and Part 3 by Certified or Registered Mail with Return 
Receipt Requested, to the owner or owners of the seized material at 
their last known address 

8 The above... LEAVE blank; do not write in this block

9 SIGNATURE OF PLANT PROTECTION 
AND QUARANTINE OFFICER

CBP Agriculture Specialist, PPQ Plant Health Safeguarding 
Specialist, or PPQ Agriculture Specialist SIGNS this block

10 Date LIST the date Block 9 is signed

TABLE A-6   Instructions for Completing PPQ Form 627, Declaration of Forfeiture  (continued)

Block Instructions

Important

If the owner or owner’s agent requests a copy of PPQ Form 627, then make a 
photocopy and give the owner or owner’s agent the photocopy. You must also 
send the original Parts 2 and 3 to the owner or owner’s agent by Certified or 
Registered Mail with Return Receipt Requested, to comply with regulations.

Important

If multiple owners or agents are identified, then you may send 
photocopies of the identified forms in lieu of the actual forms or 
blocks.
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Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 10.13 (Rev. CoP 15) Implementation of the Convention for Timber Species
FIGURE B-1  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 10.13 (Rev. CoP15), Implementation of the 
Convention for Timber Species (page 1 of 2)

Regarding parts and derivatives  

c)  the following definitions be applied with respect to annotations in the CITES Appendices:  

 i)  Logs 

  All wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of bark or sapwood, or roughly squared, for 
processing, notably into sawn wood, pulpwood or veneer sheets (HS code 44.031); 

 ii)  Sawn wood 

  Wood simply sawn lengthwise or produced by a profile-chipping process. Sawn wood normally 
exceeds 6 mm in thickness (HS code 44.061, HS code 44.071); 

 iii)  Veneer sheets 

  Thin layers or sheets of wood of uniform thickness, usually 6 mm or less, usually peeled or 
sliced, for use in making plywood, for veneering furniture, veneer containers, etc. (HS code 
44.081); and 

 iv)  Plywood 

  Consisting of three or more sheets of wood glued and pressed one on the other and generally 
disposed so that the grains of successive layers are at an angle (HS code 44.12.131, HS code 
44.12.141, and HS code 44.12.221); and 

d)  for the purpose of annotations in the Appendices for parts and derivatives of species traded as 
timber, definitions to be used should, to the extent possible, be based on the tariff classifications of 
the Harmonized System of the World Customs Organization;  

Regarding amendment proposals for timber species  

e)  proposals for the inclusion of timber species in Appendix II or III indicate clearly which parts and 
derivatives should be regulated; and  

f)  where these parts and derivatives are not logs, sawn wood and veneer sheets, the proponent also 
propose the relevant amendment to Resolution Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP14) if the procedures for 
extending the period of validity of, and/or changing the destination on, the export permit or re-export 
certificate should apply; 

Regarding the definition of 'artificially propagated'  

g)  timber or other parts or derivatives of trees grown in monospecific plantations be considered as being 
artificially propagated in accordance with the definition contained in Resolution Conf. 11.11 (Rev. 
CoP15); 
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Conference Resolution 10.13 (Rev. CoP 15) Implementation of the Convention for Timber Species
FIGURE B-2  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 10.13 (Rev. CoP15) (continued page 2 of 2)

Regarding improvement of public understanding of the role of the Convention in the conservation 
of timber species 

h)  Parties consider any possible deleterious conservation and trade impacts before they impose stricter 
domestic measures on trade in timber specimens of species included in Appendix II or III; and 

i)  Management Authorities work with governmental agencies (including local governments), non-
governmental organizations, industry and the general public to develop and provide information on 
the objectives, provisions and implementation of the Convention to counter the misconception that the 
inclusion of species in the Appendices represents a ban on the trade in specimens of these species, 
and to disseminate the message that international trade and utilization of timber species included in 
Appendices II and III are generally permitted and can be beneficial;  

Regarding timber species of concern  

j)  the range States pay particular attention to internationally traded timber species within their territories 
for which the knowledge of the biological status and silvicultural requirements gives cause for concern; 
and  

Regarding the establishment of export quotas for timber species  

k)  whilst fully respecting the requirements of paragraphs 2 (a) and 3 of Article IV of the Convention, 
Parties exporting timber specimens from species listed in Appendix II consider establishing voluntary 
annual national export quotas for such exports. 

 

 * Amended at the 13th, 14th and 15th meetings of the Conference of the Parties. 

1
 

HS refers to the Harmonized System of the World Customs Organizat ion describing and coding goods in trade. The 
codes referred to in this document for t imber include the following:

  44.03 Wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of  bark or sapwood, or roughly squared 

  44.06 Railway or tramway sleepers of wood 

  44.07 Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or finger-jointed,  of a 
thickness exceeding 6 mm 

  
44.08 Veneer sheets and sheets for plywood (whether or not spliced) and other wood sawn lengthwise, sliced or 

peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or finger-jointed, of a th ickness not exceeding 6 mm 

  44.12.13 Plywood consisting solely of sheets of wood, each ply not  exceeding 6 mm in thickness, and with at least one 
outer ply of tropical wood specified in Subheading Note 1 below† 

  44.12.14 Plywood consisting solely of sheets of wood, each ply not  exceeding 6 mm in thickness, and with at least one 
outer ply of non-coniferous wood

  44.12.22 Other (meaning one ply, or more, that  is greater than 6 mm in thickness), with at least one outer ply of non-
coniferous wood, and with at least one ply of tropical wood specified in Subheading Note 1 below† † 

  

  † 

† 
Subheading Note 1: For the purposes of subheadings 44.03.41 to 44.03.49, 44.07.24 to 44.07.29, 44.08.31 
to 44.08.39, and 44.12.13 to 44.12.99, the expression ‘tropical wood’ means one of the following types of 
wood: 

Abura, Acajou d 'Afrique, Afrormosia, Ako, Alan, Andiroba, Aningré, Avodiré, Azobé, Balau, Balsa, Bossé 
clair, Bossé foncé, Cativo, Cedro, Dabema, Dark Red Merant i, Dibétou, Doussié, Framiré,  Freijo, 
Fromager, Fuma, Geronggang, Ilomba, Imbuia, Ipé, Iroko, Jaboty, Jelutong, Jequitiba, Jongkong, Kapur, 
Kempas, Keruing, Kosipo, Kotibé, Koto, Light Red Meranti, Limba, Louro, Maçaranduba, Mahogany, 
Makoré, Mandioqueira,  Mansonia, Mengkulang, Meranti Bakau, Merawan, Merbau, Merpauh, Mersawa, 
Moabi, Niangon, Nyatoh, Obeche, Okoumé, Onzabili, Orey, Ovengkol,  Ozigo, Padauk, Paldao, Palissandre 
de Guatemala, Palissandre de Para, Palissandre de Rio, Palissandre de Rose, Pau Amarelo, Pau Marfim, 
Pulai, Punah, Quaruba, Ramin, Sapelli, Saqui-Saqui, Sepetir, Sipo, Sucupira, Suren, Teak, Tauari, Tiama, 
Tola, Virola, White Lauan, White Meranti,  White Seraya, Yellow Meranti. 
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
  

FIGURE B-3  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates 
(page 1 of 12)
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Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-4  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates     
(page 2 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-5  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates     
(page 3 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-6  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates     
(page 4 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-7  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates     
(page 5 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-8  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates     
(page 6 of 12)
B-10 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
PPQ



Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-9  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates     
(page 7 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-10  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates   
(page 8 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-11  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates    
(page 9 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
 

FIGURE B-12  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates   
(page 10 of 12
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-13  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates   
(page 11 of 12)
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Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-14  Excerpt from CITES Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15), Permits and Certificates   
(page 12 of 12)
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Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
Annex 1, Information that Should Be Included in CITES Permits 
and Certificates 

FIGURE B-15  Annex 1, Information That Should Be Included in CITES Permits and Certifications
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Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
Annex 2, Standard CITES Form

FIGURE B-16  Annex 2, Standard CITES Form (CoP15) (front)
B-18 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
PPQ



Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
FIGURE B-17  Annex 2, Standard CITES Form (CoP15) (back)
06/2011-19 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual B-19
PPQ



Appendix B: Resolutions of CITES Conference of the Parties
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP 15), Permits and Certificates
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Appendix C: Conversion Formulas
Conversion Formulas for Veneer
 4. Convert from cubic inches to cubic meters. 

Conversion Formulas for Veneer

Square Feet of Veneer to Square Meters
Use the formula below to convert square feet of veneer to square meters.

TABLE C-2  Formula to Determine the Volume of a Log

EXAMPLE A log taken from the shipment is 84 inches log. Excluding bark, the large end 
measures 10 inches and the small end measures 8 inches.

 1.       d










2

diameter small diameter  large
(average diameter of a log) 

 

2.        r
d









2
  (average radius of a log) 

 
 

3.        inches  cubic  in   volumelog  oflength2  r14.3  
 
  
4.           Volume in cubic inches x (.000164) = cubic meter volume 

"9
2

810



 average diameter 

radius  average"5.4
"

2

9
  

einch volum  cubic  5341.14  84
2

4.5 3.14    
 

umemeter  vol  cubic .0876  .0000164  5341.14    

1. 

2. 

3.

4.

Where: (square feet of veneer) = (length of veneer in feet) x (width of veneer in feet) and the

(square feet of veneer) x (0.0929) = square meters of veneer

FIGURE C-1  Formula to Convert Square Feet of Veneer to Square Meters 
C-4 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 04/2011-18
PPQ





Appendix C: Conversion Formulas
Conversion Formulas for Veneer
EXAMPLE A shipment of 25,000 square feet of veneer 1/16 of an inch thick arrives at 
your port. Use the following calculation to convert this shipment to cubic 
meters:

(25,000 square feet of veneer) x (1/16)/12 = 130.21 cubic feet x 0.2832 = 
3.687 cubic meters
C-6 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 04/2011-18
PPQ





Appendix D: CITES Documents
FWS Form 3-201A CITES Other Certificate (Pre-Convention)
FWS Form 3-201A CITES Other Certificate (Pre-Convention)

FIGURE D-1  Example of FWS CITES Other Certificate (Pre-Convention) (printed on security paper)
D-2 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
FWS Cover Letter to CITES Re-export Certificate Permittee
FWS Cover Letter to CITES Re-export Certificate Permittee

  

FIGURE D-1  Example of FWS Re-export Certificate Cover Letter to Permittee
06/2011-19 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual D-3
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
FWS Form 3-201A, CITES Re-export Certificate
FWS Form 3-201A, CITES Re-export Certificate 

FIGURE D-1  Example of USFWS Form 3-201A, CITES Re-export Certificate (with Special Conditions)
D-4 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
FWS CITES Special Permit Condition
FWS CITES Special Permit Condition

 

FIGURE D-1  Example of FWS CITES Special Permit Condition
06/2011-19 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual D-5
PPQ





Appendix D: CITES Documents
Standard CITES Form
Standard CITES Form
The location of blocks in the Standard CITES form may be in different 
locations depending on the country issuing the form.

FIGURE D-1  Information That Should be Included in CITES Permits and Certificates (Annex 1 to 
Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. CoP15) 
06/2011-19 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual D-7
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
Standard CITES Form
FIGURE D-1  Example of Standard CITES Form (front) (Annex 2, Conference Resolution 12.3 (Rev. 
CoP15)
D-8 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
Standard CITES Form
FIGURE D-1  Example of Standard CITES Form (back) (Conf. Resolution 12.3 Rev. CoP15)
06/2011-19 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual D-9
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
CITES Traveling Exhibition Certificate
CITES Traveling Exhibition Certificate
 

FIGURE D-1  Example of a CITES Traveling-Exhibition Certificate (CoP15)
D-10 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
CITES Traveling Exhibition Certificate
FIGURE D-1  Example of a CITES Traveling-Exhibition Certificate (back) (CoP15)
06/2011-19 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual D-11
PPQ



Appendix D: CITES Documents
CITES Traveling-Exhibition Certificate Continuation Sheet
CITES Traveling-Exhibition Certificate Continuation Sheet

FIGURE D-1  Example of a CITES Traveling-Exhibition Certificate Continuation Sheet (CoP15)
D-12 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2011-19
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Appendix E: Harmonized System of the World Customs Organization
Harmonized System of World Customs Organization (HS) Codes
HS Code 44.12.14
Plywood consisting solely of sheets of wood, each ply not exceeding 6 mm in 
thickness, and with at least one outer ply of non-coniferous wood.

HS Code 44.12.22
Other (meaning one ply or more, that is greater than 6 mm in thickness), with 
at least one outer ply of non-coniferous wood, and with at least one ply of 
tropical wood specified in Subheading Note 1. 

1  Subheading Note 1: For the purposes of subheadings 4403.41 to 443.49, 4407.24 to 440729, 4408.31 
to 4408.39, and 4412.13 to 4412.99, the expression “etropical wood” means one of the following types 
of wood: Abura, Acajou d’Afrique, Afrormosia, Ako, Alan, Andiroba, Aningre, Avodire, Azobe, Balau, 
Balsa, Bosse Clair, Bosse Fonce, Cativo, Cedro, Dabema, Dark Red Meranti, Dibetou, Doussie, Framire, 
Freijo, Fromager, Fuma, Geronggang, llomba, Imbuia, Ipe, Iroko, Jaboty, Jelutong, Jequitiba, Jongkong, 
Kapur, Kempas, Keruing, Kosipo, Kotibe, Koto, Light Red Meranti, Limba, Louro, Macaranduba, 
Mahogany, Makore, Mandioquiera, Mansonia, Mengkulang, Meranti Bakau, Merawan, Merbau, 
Merpauh, Mersawa, Moabi, Niangon, Nyatoh, Obeche, Okoume, Onzabili, Orey, Ovengkol, Ozigo, 
Padauk, Paldao, Palissandre de Guatemala, Palissandre de Para, Palissandre de Rio, Palissandre de 
Rose, Pau Amarelo, Pau Marfim, Pulai, Punah, Quaruba, Ramin, Sapelli, Saqui-Saqui, Sepetir, Sipo, 
Sucupira, Suren, Teak, Tauari, Tiama, Tola, Virola, White Lauan, White Meranti, White Seraya, Yellow 
Meranti.
E-2 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 03/2006-01
PPQ









Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix I Protected Timber Species
Araucaria araucana (monkey puzzle tree)
Araucaria araucana (monkey puzzle tree) is a softwood. 

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood pinkish- to light brownish-red

• Latewood is absent or barely visible

• Resin canals are absent

• Wood is soft and lightweight 

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-2  Example of Araucaria araucana (Monkey puzzle tree) Wood Cross 
Section
F-4 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2013-31
PPQ



Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix I Protected Timber Species
Dalbergia nigra (Brazilian rosewood)
Dalbergia nigra (Brazilian rosewood) is a hardwood. 

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Odor is pleasant, faintly sweet or spicy

• Parenchyma: aliform paratracheal parenchyma present; banded 
apotracheal parenchyma with prominent bands, irregularly spaced; 
parenchyma arrangements vary considerably

• Rays medium-storied

• Vessels large, relatively numerous

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is dark brown to black with darker streaks, hard, and heavy

APP—aliform paratracheal parenchyma
BAP—banded apotracheal parenchyma

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-3  Example of Dalberiga nigra (Brazilian rosewood) Wood Cross 
Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-5
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix I Protected Timber Species
Photo by Bud Petit de Manage

FIGURE F-4  Dalbergia nigra (Brazilian rosewood) Rough Sawn Lumber

Photo by Bud Petit de Manage

FIGURE F-5  Dalbergia nigra (Brazilian rosewood) Rough Sawn Lumber
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Podocarpus parlatorei (Parlatore’s podocarp)
Podocarpus parlatorei (Parlatore’s podocarp) is a softwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is light brown or tan

• Resin canals are absent

• Wood is light in color, relatively soft and lightweight

CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Examples of CITES Appendix II timber species follow.

Aniba rosaeodora (Brazilian rosewood) 
Aniba rosaeodora (Brazilian rosewood) is a hardwood. The description and an 
example are not available. 

Bulnesia sarmientoi (gaiacwood) 
Bulnesia sarmientoi (gaiacwood) is a hardwood. The description and an 
example are not available. 

Caesalpinia echinata (pernambuco)
Caesalpinia echinata (pernambuco) is a hardwood. The description and an 
example are not available.

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-7  Example of Podocarpus parlatorei (Parlatore’s podocarp) Wood 
Cross Section
F-8 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2013-31
PPQ



Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Caryocar costaricense (ajillo)
Caryocar costaricense (ajillo) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is moderately hard and heavy

• Parenchyma: banded apotracheal parenchyma in short, patchy bands

• Rays are not storied

• Tyloses are present

• Vessels and vessel multiples are arranged diffusely and may be clogged 
with bubbles

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is light tan to light brown

 

Dalbergia spp. (Madagasy rosewoods)
Dalbergia spp. (Madagasy rosewoods) are hardwoods. The descriptions and 
examples are not yet available. 

Dalbergia cochinchinensis. (Thailand rosewoods)
Dalbergia cochinchinensis (Thailand rosewoods) is a hardwood. A description 
and an example are not yet available. 

BAP—banded apotracheal parenchyma
MV—multiple vessels

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-8   Example of Caryocar costaricense (Ajillo) Wood Cross Section 
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-9
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Dalbergia granadilla (Granadilla rosewood)
Dalbergia granadilla (Thailand rosewoods) is a hardwood. A description and 
an example are not yet available.

Dalbergia retusa (Nicaraguan rosewood) 
Dalbergia retusa (Nicaraguan rosewood) is a hardwood. The description and 
an example are not yet available. 

Dalbergia stevensonii (Honduras rosewood) 
Dalbergia stevensonii (Honduras rosewood) is a hardwood. The description 
and an example are not yet available. 

Diospyros spp. (Madagasy ebonies)
Diospyros spp. (Madagasy ebonies) are hardwoods. The descriptions and 
examples are not yet available.
F-10 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2013-31
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Gonystylus spp. (ramin)
Gonystylus spp. (ramin) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is whitish to pale yellow

• Parenchyma: distinct aliform parenchyma; marginal parenchyma 
sometimes present

• Wood is not ring porous

• Vessels are mostly solitary; some in radial multiples of 2 or 3

• Wood is moderately hard and heavy

APP—aliform paratracheal parenchyma

MV—multiple vessels

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-9  Example of Gonystylus spp. (Ramin) Wood Cross Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-11
PPQ



Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Guaiacum spp. (lignum vitae) 

Guaiacum spp. (lignum vitae) is a hardwood. 

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood ranges from dark greenish to black or dark brown

• Rays are fine-storied 

• Vessels are small, barely visible, and mostly solitary

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is extremely hard and heavy   

Important Although all species of Guaiacum are protected under CITES Appendix 
II, only two examples are shown in this appendix.

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-10   Example of Guaiacum officinale (Commoner lignum vitae) Wood 
Cross Section

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-11   Example of Guaiacum sanctum (Holy lignum vitae) Wood Cross 
Section
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Oreomunnea pterocarpa (gavilan)
Oreomunnea pterocarpa (gavilan) is a hardwood. 

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood color is light brown

• Parenchyma: banded apotracheal parenchyma is present in long, wavy 
bands

• Rays are not storied

• Vessels mostly solitary, in radial or angled files

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is relatively soft and lightweight

Osyris lanceolata (African sandalwood)
A description and an example are not yet available.

BAP–banded apotracheal parenchyma

V–Vessels (pores)

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-12   Example of Oreomunnea pterocarpa (Gavilan [Walnut]) Wood 
Cross Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-13
PPQ



Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Pericopsis elata (Afrormosia)
Pericopsis eleta (Afrormosia) is a hardwood. 

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is medium to dark brown

• Parenchyma: aliform paratracheal parenchyma and confluent 
paratracheal parenchyma are present

• Rays are medium-storied (often hard to detect)

• Vessels are numerous (barley visible to the naked eye)

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is moderately hard and heavy

APP—aliform paratracheal parenchyma

CPP—confluent paratracheal parenchyma

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-13   Example of Pericopsis eleta (Afrormosia) Wood Cross Section
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Platymiscium pleiostachyum (cristobal, granadillo)
Platymiscium pleiostachyum (cristobal, granadillo) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is reddish brown, usually with a purplish cast

• Parenchyma: lozenge aliform paratracheal parenchyma are present

• Rays are storied medium

• Vessels are large and numerous (visible to the naked eye)

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is hard and heavy

Prunus africana (African rosewood)
A description and an example are not yet available.

LAPP—lozenge aliform paratracheal parenchyma

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-14   Example of Platymiscium pleiostachyum (Cristobal, Granadillo) 
Wood Cross Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-15
PPQ



Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Pterocarpus santalinus (red sandalwood, redsanders)
Pterocarpus santalinus (red sandalwood, redsanders) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is dark red to reddish brown

• Parenchyma: aliform paratracheal parenchyma and prominent banded 
apotracheal parenchyma are present

• Rays are medium-storied 

• Vessels are large and numerous

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is very hard and heavy

Senna meridionalis (taraby)
A description and an example are not yet available.

APP—aliform paratracheal parenchyma

BAP—banded apotracheal parenchyma

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-15   Example of Pterocarpus santalinus (Red sandalwood, 
Redsanders) Wood Cross Section
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Swietenia humilis (Pacific Coast mahogany)
Swietenia humilis (Pacific Coast mahogany) is a hardwood. 

To identify Swietenia humilis, confirm the following:

• Heartwood is reddish brown

• Parenchyma: prominent marginal parenchyma are present

• Rays are coarse-storied

• Vessels are large (easily visible with the naked eye), often in two or three 
radial multiples; black or red deposits are common in vessels

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is moderately hard and heavy
 

MP—marginal parenchyma

MV—multiple vessels

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-16   Example of Swietenia humilis (Pacific Coast mahogany) Wood 
Cross Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-17
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany)
Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is reddish brown

• Parenchyma: prominent marginal parenchyma 

• Rays are coarse-storied

• Vessels are large (easily visible with naked eye), often in multiples of 2 
or 3

• Wood is moderately hard and heavy

MP—marginal parenchyma

MV—multiple vessels

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-17  Example of Swietenia macrophylla (Bigleaf mahogany) Wood 
Cross Section
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
Photo courtesy of Bud Petit de Manage

FIGURE F-18  Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany) Lumber

Photo by Bud Petit de Mange

FIGURE F-19  Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany) Lumber
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-19
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix II Protected Timber Species
 

Photo by Bud Petit de Mange

FIGURE F-20  Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany) Lumber

Photo by Bud Petit de Mange

FIGURE F-21  Swietenia macrophylla (bigleaf mahogany) Lumber
F-20 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual 06/2013-31
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species
Swietenia mahogani (Caribbean mahogany) 
Swietenia mahogani (Caribbean mahogany) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is reddish brown

• Parenchyma: prominent marginal parenchyma

• Rays are usually coarse-storied, but sometimes not storied

• Vessels are large (visible with the naked eye), often with radial multiples 
of two or three; reddish black or white deposits common

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is moderately hard and heavy

CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species

Cedrela fissilis (Argentine cedar)
Cedrela fissilis (Argentine cedar) is a hardwood. A description and an example 
are not available.

MP—marginal parenchyma

MV—multiple vessels

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-22  Example of Swietenia mahogani (Caribbean mahogany) Wood 
Cross Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-21
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species
Cedrela lilloi (cedro)
Cedrela lilloi (cedro) is a hardwood. A description and an example are not 
available.
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species
Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar)
Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar) is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

•  Heartwood is pale pinkish- to reddish-brown (sometimes with a purplish 
tinge)

• Odor is distinctive, spicy cedar

• Parenchyma: paratracheal parenchyma forms a thin ring around the 
vessels; marginal parenchyma forms thick bands

• Rays are not storied

• Wood is ring porous

• Wood is relatively soft and moderately heavy to light

MP—marginal parenchyma

PP—paratracheal parenchyma

RPW—ring porous wood

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-23  Example of Cedrela odorata (Spanish cedar) Wood Cross Section
06/2013-31 CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual F-23
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species
Dalbergia darienensis
Dalbergia darienensis is a hardwood. The description and an example are not 
yet available. 

Dipteryx panamensis (tonka bean)
Dipteryx panamensis (tonka bean) is a hardwood. The description and an 
example are not yet available.
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species
Magnolia liliifera var. obovata
Magnolia liliifera var. obovata is a hardwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is light brown, sometimes with a greenish tinge

• Parenchyma: marginal parenchyma is present and conspicuous

• Rays are not storied

• Vessels are often in multiples

• Wood is not ring porous

• Wood is moderately hard and heavy

Pinus koraiensis (Korean pine)
Pinus koraiensis (Korean pine) is a softwood. The description and an example 
are not available.

MP—marginal parenchyma

MV—multiple vessels

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-24  Example of Magnolia liliifera var. obovata (Ramin) Wood Cross 
Section
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Appendix F: Commodity Recognition and Wood Identification
CITES Appendix III Protected Timber Species
Podocarpus neriifolius (podocarp)
Podocarpus neriifolius (podocarp) is a softwood.

To identify the wood, check the following:

• Heartwood is light brown or tan

• Resin canals are absent

• Wood is light in color; soft, and lightweight

Tetracentron sinense (tetracentron)
Tetracentron sinense (tetracentron) is a hardwood. The description and an 
example are not yet available.

Photo by Alex Wiedenhoeft

FIGURE F-25  Example of Podocarpus neriifolius (Podocarp) Wood Cross 
Section
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